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FOG hosted a very
successful Genoa Americana July 4th Celebra-
tion again this year — we hope you were there
to enjoy it!

The day began
with the
children’s
parade, but I
believe there
were more dogs,
bikes, wagons
and adults than
ever before. It’s
quite a sight to see Main Street lined with fami-
lies waving U.S. flags and holding cameras,
watching the parade go by. After a couple of
trips around Mormon Station everyone settled
into a beautiful day of music and kids games.

The Sierra Silverstrings set up quickly after
leading the parade and started off the

music for the day. They were followed by Sage
Creek, Richard Elloyan & Steve Wade, the
Sierra Sweethearts and Slade Rivers & Beans
Sousa. What a line up!

At 4:30, the Carson City Symphony, Chorus
and vocalist CeCe Gable rounded out the day
with almost 2 hours of music patriotically fit

Genoa Americana
Celebration — 
July 4th

Friends of Genoa News

for the 4th of July.
The Friends of Genoa would like to thank

all of the sponsors and volunteers who make
this event a success. Without all of you and
your support, the Genoa Americana July 4th

Celebration would not be possible.

FOG Membership Social 2017
On July 16, FOG held its membership drive

and social at the beautiful Orchard House. We
were well fed, hydrated and enjoyed the music
of Tom Miller from 4 to 7pm. 

The social kicked off a new membership year
(2017-18). If you joined — a big THANK YOU! If
you have not, there is always time. 

Remember, dues are only $50 and go toward
the continuation of the Friends of Genoa
supporting events like the Genoa Americana
Celebration. If you are interested in joining,
please request an application by email:
FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com.
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The Town of Genoa and Genoa
Candy Dance Committee
announced recently that tickets
are now available for this year’s
event scheduled for Saturday,
September 23, from 4:30–10 p.m. 

The dinner and dance will be in
Genoa Town Park — located on
the south side of Nixon Street.
Parking is available in the Genoa
Lane Parking Lot for Dinner-Dance
ticket holders starting at 4 p.m.
The dinner-dance entrance and
no-host bar opens at 4:30 p.m. 

New this year: Online Ticket
Sales through the state-of-the-art,
secure, cloud-based ticketing of
Tix.com. Visit our website —
www.GenoaNevada.org — or our
Facebook page —
Facebook.com/GenoaTownOf —
for direct links to the Candy
Dance Dinner Tickets page.

CATERED BY: CARSON CITY BBQ
The award winning barbecuers,

sauce and spice specialists and
full service event caterers, will be
preparing barbecue pork ribs,
barbecue chicken, tossed green
salad, red potato salad, mixed
steamed veggies, barbecue baked
beans and rolls with butter for the
Candy Dance dinner. To contact
C.C. BBQ, visit the website:
www.CarsonCityBBQ.com. 

DANCE BAND: MO’Z MOTLEY BLUES
Mo’z Motley Blues is a

professional original
and cover band presenting blues

infected rock, pop, soul and
country music for every occasion.

Meet the band: Monique De
Haviland, Mylo McCormick,
Samantha Moore, Don LaLonde,
For details, visit their website:
www.MozMotleyBlues.com
and/or Facebook page,
Facebook.com/MozMotleyBlues

DINNER-DANCE TICKETS
Ticket price for the dinner and

dance is $30 for everyone. The
1919 Society is again providing

premium tables and special
amenities for people who enjoy
the premium perks. Seats at the
1919 Society tables are $50 per
person. Whole tables are available
for $500 and may be purchased
online, too. (10 seats per table)

Tickets may also be purchased
through the Genoa Town Office
located at 2289 Main Street, or by
calling the Town office or the
assistant at (775) 782-8696. 

All tickets are non-refundable.

Mason’s Douglas Lodge No. 12
will serve a pancake breakfast in
the historic lodge building in
Genoa from 6–11 a.m., Saturday
& Sunday, Sept. 23-24, during the
Candy Dance Faire. 

The menu includes pancakes
(with syrup and butter), eggs,
sausage, coffee and orange
juice. 

The cost is $5 per person at
the door. Proceeds help
preserve and maintain the
Masonic Lodge building in
downtown Genoa. 

For information or to
volunteer to help with the
Pancake Breakfast, call (775)
690-1120.

Dinner menu,
band and tickets

Masons host annual Pancake Breakfast

2017 Genoa Candy Dance, Sept. 23 & 24
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By Daniel Wassmund

It has been a great summer here
at Mormon Station State Historic
Park. Our Paranormal
Investigation programs have
taken off and become quite
popular. We would like to invite
any Genoa residents that are
interested in the program to sign
up for a special investigation on
Saturday, October 7th. It will be a
great way to get into the
Halloween spirit while learning
about local history in the process. 

We are also happy to announce
some new park programs as we
head into the fall season. Our first
program will be a painting
program where participants can
paint along with Ranger Emma

Chambers, creating a beautiful
portrait of a scene in the park. If
you are interested in either
program please call the park at
(775) 782-2590 to register. Spaces
are limited! 

Jalie Events will also be hosting
a new Halloween themed event
called “Boo in the Boonies!” It is

going to be a great family event
that will feature a costume
contest, ghost hunt, live
Halloween piano entertainment,
food and drinks, different activity
stations all around the park, and
much more. We are also looking
forward to the cooler weather.

EVENTS SCHEDULE:

Saturday, September 9:
3 pm – Paint with a Ranger –
call (775) 782-2590 to register.

Sunday, September 10:
Noon — Dutch Oven Cooking
Demonstration
Saturday, September 16:
3 pm – Paint with a Ranger –
call (775) 782-2590 to register.

Saturday & Sunday, 
September 23 & 24:
9 am – 5 pm — GENOA CANDY
DANCE FAIRE

Saturday, October 7:
7 pm — Paranormal
Investigation and Camp-out. Call
(775) 782-2590 for information
and reservations.

Saturday, October 28:
Noon–4 pm — Boo in the
Boonies: Old fashioned family
Halloween event. Bring the kids!

Stay tuned — keep an eye on
the Nevada State Parks website,
parks.nv.gov/parks/mormon-station,
the park’s Facebook page, or the
park’s bulletin board for more
events to be announced!

Please “LIKE” us on Facebook!
We try to post cool pictures and
interesting stories as well as
happenings around the park.

Mormon Station State Historic Park
2017 Fall Schedule of Events: Candy Dance, Paint with a Ranger, more…
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Fundraising for
the life-size bronze
statue of Lillian
Virgin Finnegan, to
be erected in the
Town of Genoa in
2019, is underway. 

The statue will
commemorate the
100th anniversary
of the Genoa Candy Dance and
honor generations of volunteers
who have worked tirelessly to
continue the event over the years.
The 1919 Candy Dance raised
funds to purchase Genoa’s first
street lights — a few still light up
the streets of Genoa. Today, the
Genoa Candy Dance is a major
fundraiser that provides
significant support for the Town
of Genoa’s annual budget and
draws thousands of visitors to
Genoa every year.

The Centennial Genoa Candy
Dance Statue Project committee is
working with the Town of Genoa
and the Friends of Genoa
nonprofit organization to bring
this statue to the community. The
Statue Project is funded entirely
by donations and fundraising
events. Donors who contribute
$200 will be recognized with
personalized, engraved bricks,
which will be used to build a wall
adjacent to the statue. Donors
contributing $1,000 or more will
be recognized on engraved
plaques installed near the statue.
Donations to support the Statue
Project will be made to and
processed by Friends of Genoa, 

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.

A brochure with
detailed information
about the Statue
Project and donor
form is available at
the Genoa Town
Office, The Pink
House, the Genoa

information booth (weekends)
and other Genoa locations. The
statue model will be displayed at
this year’s Genoa Candy Dance
event.

More information: Contact Gail
Teig at (775) 790-4231, or email
100thcandydance@gmail.com or
visit www.GenoaNevada.org or
Facebook.com/GenoaCandyDance

Honoring Genoa’s Volunteers:

Past, Present & Future



GENOA CONNECTION NEWSLETTERPAGE 6

GenoaConnectionNewsletter@Gmail.com  |  P.O. Box 14  |  Genoa, NV 89411  |  (775) 782-8696   |   www.genoanevada.org

By Billie J. Rightmire, 
Genoa Town Historian

The Genoa Candy Dance
originated in 1919 when
Lillian Virgin Finnegan and
her aunt Jane Raycraft
Campbell proposed the idea
of a dance to raise money to
install town street lights for
the safety and well-being of
the town’s residents. To
really promote the dance, the
ladies offered to make home-
made candies to be passed
among the dancers during the
evening. 

Over the years, a few myths
have circulated about Candy
Dance. Maybe you’ve heard one
or more of them, but here are
the true facts, or as near as we
can substantiate them:

MYTH NO. 1: The candy was sold
in small bags during the dance or
just before dinner at the 1919
Candy Dance. 

Actually, during the 1919
dance and for few years after,
the candy was freely served on
trays and platters and passed
among the dancers during the
evening — the candy was a
sweet, promotional enticement
for people to attend the dance.
Dancers enjoyed one or two
pieces at a time between dances
which helped energize and fuel
them until the midnight supper
was served. The candy was
made by Lillian, her aunt Jane
Campbell, and other friends and

Genoa ladies in
their home
kitchens, then
brought to the
dance and
placed on trays
and platters.

MYTH NO. 2:
The ladies who
passed the candy
around during

the dance wore long dresses with
white aprons and bonnets.

Despite the potential mess
fudge and other candies could
make, the ladies wore their
fanciest party dresses, setting
aside their candy trays
occasionally to enjoy a dance
and have fun, too. Fashion was
changing drastically in the 1920s
and party dresses were typically
made of satin or velvet with
long, narrow skirts, hemmed just
below knee-height and
embellished with beads,
rhinestones, embroidery and/or
fringe — much fancier than their
daily wear of sturdy, plain
cotton, wool, linen or gingham
fabrics.

MYTH NO. 3: During World 
War II, the Candy Dance was
canceled one year.

The dance and dinner were
held all through the war years,
but, due to severe sugar
rationing, candy was not freely
served during at least one
dance, possibly more, with only
small amounts of candy made
especially for the winners of

door prize raffles. In 1946, it was
announced in the local Record-
Courier newspaper that the
Candy Dance candy would only
be available as a “door prize” for
dance attendees.

MYTH NO. 4: The Candy Dance
“arts and crafts faire” was part of
the original 1919 event.

The arts and crafts faire was
added to the Genoa Candy
Dance fifty-five years later in
1974. A few of the younger
Genoa residents wanted to add
something “new and fun” to the
event to bring more people in
and, possibly, raise more
support funds for the town.
They proposed an arts and
crafts-type faire to the
volunteers on the Candy Dance
Committee — something more of
an earthy, bohemian flavor than
“country faire” style event. 

The original event booths
were composed of games, fine
art, photography and interactive
vendor booths, such as hand-
crafted and personalized
products, like air-brushed T-
shirts, made during the faire as
well as wood carvers, caricature
artists, wandering minstrels and
balloon animal artists. The first
outdoor faire was held on the
side lawn of the Kinsey House —
the next property east of the
Mormon Station State Park —
and only had about ten to fifteen
vendors and booths.

Genoa Candy Dance Myths
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All volunteers are welcome to
help out as we spruce up the
Genoa Cemetery. Please bring
your gloves, sunscreen and a
hat. The Genoa Cemetery
Association will provide rakes,
shovels and water bottles.

Please come join us as we
clean and weed our beloved
historic cemetery.

Genoa Cemetery
Volunteer Clean-up Day
Wednesday, September 13

8:00 a.m. to Noon
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Please join us the fourth Friday
of each month as expert
volunteers from the
Astronomical Society of Nevada
turn their telescopes to the night
sky and bring the wonders of the
universe to Carson Valley. 

Stargazing begins just after
twilight and is dependent on
cloud cover. Stargazing is free and
suitable for all ages.
Stargazing tips: When you

arrive please turn off your
headlights as soon as it is safe to
do so. You are welcome to bring a

flashlight but please put a red
lens cover on it — white
flashlights and vehicle headlights
can be blinding to visitors looking
through our telescopes. 

Please bring jackets, gloves and
hats and be prepared for evening
temperatures dropping into the
40s and 50s. Also note that there
are no benches or chairs, no
paved or grassy areas and it is
mostly dirt and gravel underfoot,
and occasionally muddy.

We’re located at 381 Genoa
Lane near the river east of Genoa.
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The purpose of the FOST
organization is to promote and
foster the memory of John
“Snowshoe” Thompson, the
legendary mailman of the Sierra,
through events and activities and
to maintain the statue, bricks and
planter in the Mormon Station
State Park.

If you are interested in
“enhancing” our committee, we
would love to have you. Contact
Sue at wildrose@pyramid.net.

Membership is $10 — please
send a check or money order to: 
FOST, P.O. Box 605, Genoa, NV 89411

We need people to help with
weeding and maintenance of the
Snowshoe Thompson statue
planter on September 9 at 9 a.m.

Please call Sue at (775) 315-7777.
Please check out the website

www.SnowshoeThompson.org
and follow us on Facebook.

Friends of
Snowshoe
Thompson
dedicate this
Chautauqua
evening to the
memory of
Bill Bowersock,
a longtime
Genoa resident

and founding member of FOST,
who worked tirelessly to make the
Snowshoe Thompson statue a
reality.

Friday, October 20th – 7 p.m. 
Genoa Town Hall. 
Doors open at 6:15 p.m.

Featuring Steve Hale as
“Snowshoe Thompson,” 
Kim Harris as “Julia Bulette” and
McAvoy Layne as “Mark Twain.”

Donation at the door — Adults:
$20. Children, 12 and under: $5.

We accept only checks made
payable to FOST, or cash.

Open seating, a no–host bar with
dessert served during intermission.

SNOWSHOE THOMPSON, JULIA BULETTE AND 
MARK TWAIN TOGETHER AGAIN…

The Friends of
Snowshoe Thompson
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The Town of Genoa would like to announce a
new band for the fourth concert of the season: 

September 10 — California Sons
A little Country, Americana and Bluegrass quartet
from San Francisco.
www.CaliforniaSons.com

SPECIAL EXTENDED SEASON CONCERT:

October 8, 4–6 p.m. — Sagebrush Rebels
Country Western — Boot Scootin’ to Swing.

Bring friends, family and a picnic and enjoy free
music in Genoa Town Park. Our Sunday concerts
are from 5–7 p.m. Special concerts have time noted.

Check with us next spring for an new schedule of
bands and dates for the 2018 Summer Concert
Series in Genoa Park – www.GenoaNevada.org

Concerts in Genoa Town Park

Autumn is approaching and we will have the good
fortune to share our town with Candy Dance guests. Thank
you to all who make this event a great success including
Phil and Sarah in the town office. Genoa is home to a very
dedicated group of residents who give their time to make
our Candy Dance possible. We owe them all a debt of
gratitude.

The Friends of Genoa have a new Facebook page. Please
visit the page to view the photos from the Genoa
Americana Celebration on the Fourth of July and the FOG
Social held at the bucolic Orchard House. The social was a
lovely evening enjoyed by members and the FOG Board of
Directors. 

The Genoa Community Phone Directory, produced by
FOG, is still available for free to residents. You can pick
one up at the town office or from the Genoa Post Office.

Sweet Repeats, our local consignment and gift shop, has
changed hands. After the sad loss of Christine, Marty
Adamson has passed the torch to new owner Alycia Tanner.
In early September, Alycia reopened Sweet Repeats. Her
shop will be a collective boutique featuring jewelry, soaps,
lotions, crafts and more. Welcome to Genoa, Alycia!

Many important issues have been discussed recently at
the Genoa Town Advisory Board meetings. All residents are
welcome to attend the monthly meetings. They are held
the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Genoa Town Office meeting room. The next meeting is
October 5 (the September meeting has been cancelled).

Lastly, there will be a fun and festive New Year’s Eve
Party in the Town Hall on December 31st. Look for more
information in the Genoa Connection Winter Issue.

KAREN AND ELAINE’S CORNER
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Let’s keep our beautiful starry
night sky in Nevada!

A few years ago, the Genoa
Town Advisory Board adopted a
resolution to promote outdoor
“down” lighting in Genoa and the
surrounding area. This was suc-
cessful, however, recently it has
been noted that some houses are
using bright outdoor lighting,
sometimes left on all night.

The following is taken from the
International Dark-Sky Associa-
tion website:

“We can’t protect our night sky
without you! And we have some

great simple ideas for you to be
involved right now. 

You can help us fight light pol-
lution and protect the night sky.
Our members and supporters are
on the ground making a
difference every day by spread-
ing the word about light pollution
to their neighbors, communities
and public officials. You can
make a difference, too! Become a
leader in night sky protection.”

Please go to the web site
www.DarkSky.org for ideas on
down lighting and learn about
the work of this organization.
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SAVE the DATE! Upcoming Events, Meetings
September 9 – Saturday       Snowshoe Thompson Statue Maintenance Day               Mormon Station Park         9:00 a.m.
September 10 – Sunday       CONCERT ON THE GREEN ~ California Sons            Genoa Town Park                5:00 p.m.
September 13 – Wednesday   Genoa Cemetery Volunteer Clean-up Day                         Genoa Cemetery           8 a.m.–Noon
September 17 – Sunday       Porch Party ~ Dougie L. and the Lost Reverends             Genoa Bar                            2–6 p.m.
September 23 – Saturday     Genoa Candy Dance Arts & Crafts Faire          Downtown Genoa        9 a.m.–5 p.m.
                                              Candy Dance: Dinner & Dance Since 1919!             Genoa Park           4:30 p.m.–10 p.m.
September 24 – Sunday       Genoa Candy Dance Arts & Crafts Faire          Downtown Genoa        9 a.m.–5 p.m.
October 1 – Sunday             Porch Party ~ Cash Only Country Outlaws                       Genoa Bar                            2–6 p.m.
October 6 – Friday               Painting & PJ’s Fundraiser $45 (food by Pink House)     Genoa Town Hall                  6–9 p.m.
October 8 – Saturday           CONCERT ON THE GREEN ~ Sagebrush Rebels       Genoa Town Park                 4–6 p.m.
October 15 – Sunday           Porch Party ~ A Little Taste of Funk/Jazz/Blues               Genoa Bar                            2–6 p.m.
October 20 – Friday             Friends of Snowshoe Thompson (FOST) Benefit & Commemoration for Bill Bowersock       
                                                 Chautauqua: “What Could Possibly Go Wrong?”              Genoa Town Hall                 7:00 p.m.

October 21 – Saturday        Tickled Pink ~ A Black Tie Affair ($55 fundraiser)           The Pink House              5:30–9 p.m.
October 22 – Sunday           Fall In Love Festival Bridal Faire ~ Genoa Lakes GC        Golf Club                    11 a.m.–4 p.m.
October 31 – Tuesday         Genoa Halloween Party, Potluck & Hayride                      Genoa Town Hall                 5:00 p.m.
December 1 – Friday           Christmas in Genoa ~ Christmas Caroling,                   Genoa Church                     5:30 p.m.
                                                 Christmas Tree Lighting — at the corner of Main & Nixon Streets                            6:00 p.m.

December 2 – Saturday      Breakfast with Santa ~ 3 Seatings (visit website)       Genoa Town Hall      Starts 8:30 a.m.
December 9 – Saturday      A Cowboy Christmas Concert (Chili Dinner–5 p.m.)  Genoa Town Hall                 6:30 p.m.


